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Adjectives * * *

1. Change the adjective or its modifier to make the sentence more precise or appropriate:

a) The soup was very hot. e) The athlete was completely tired.
b) The task was quite impossible. f) The room looked fairly spotless.
c) The hall was absolutely clean. g) The exam was extremely easy.
d) The idea was very unique. h) The film was totally hilarious.

2. Rewrite each sentence using a stronger or weaker adjective as directed in brackets:
a) The soup is cold. (Use a stronger adjective.)
b) The film was hilarious. (Use a weaker adjective.)
c) The bag is heavy. (Use a stronger adjective.)
d) The idea is impossible. (Use a weaker adjective.)
e) The house is old. (Use a stronger adjective.)
f) The performance was perfect. (Use a weaker adjective.)
g) The story is boring. (Use a stronger adjective.)
h) The boy is terrified. (Use a weaker adjective.)

3. Each sentence contains a mistake in adjective or modifier usage. Rewrite it correctly.

a) This coffee is absolutely hot. e) His room is totally dirty.

b) She felt very exhausted after the game. f) The answer is very impossible.

c) The film was completely funny. g) The weather was extremely perfect.

d) It’s quite freezing outside. h) She was completely tired after the hike.

4. Compare the pairs of adjectives and explain how their intensity or meaning differs:

a) Cold vs. Freezing e) Tired vs. Exhausted i) Hot vs. Boiling

b) Angry vs. Furious f) Afraid vs. Terrified J) Clean vs. Spotless
c) Dirty vs. Filthy g) Tasty vs. Delicious k) Bad vs. Terrible
d) Large vs. Enormous h) Old vs. Ancient I) Happy vs. Ecstatic

5. Transform the sentences so that they include an extreme or absolute adjective instead of a regular
gradable one. Explain how the change affects tone or intensity.

a) The house was very clean. e) The mountain was very high.
b) The child was very afraid. f) The test was very difficult.

c) The day was very cold. g) The cake was very tasty.

d) The performance was very good. h) The box was very full.

6. Rewrite each sentence by replacing the adjective with another that changes the tone or intensity
while keeping the sentence logical. Briefly describe how the meaning changes.

a) The child was happy to see his parents. e) The singer’s voice was beautiful.
b) The movie was boring from start to end. f) The building looked old and dull.
c) The weather was cold during the trip. g) The argument was intense.

d) The teacher gave a strict warning. h) The sunset was stunning.
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